
     Those were the words of a man I worked 
for in the plastering trade, as I completed a 
project on a ceiling in a house.  He was in his 
60s and nearing retirement, and at about 20 I 
was just beginning.  But what an artist that 
man was!  He would be called in to repair 
damaged ornamental plastering in fancy, older 
buildings, and would often make his own 
moulds for casting  the plaster.  Some 
contractors, building new houses would say to 
him, “Bruce, just do what you want.” His 
expert work made satisfied customers, and 
THEY were his advertisement! He was easy 
to work with and was an inspiration for greater 
confidence and ability in that type of work. 
     Jesus told many “parables,” or life 
stories that illustrate spiritual truth. Some of 
those parables had to do with work or 
money entrusted to people, who then had to 
do their best with it in order to prove their 
faithfulness.  Those stories teach that we are 
accountable to God. 
     Those stories also teach that there is 
reward for faithfulness and for 
unfaithfulness. Some were unfaithful 

because of wickedness, laziness and 
unnecessary fear of their good Master.  To 
those who were faithful, the Master said, 
“Well done, good and faithful servant. You 
have been faithful...enter into  the joy of your 
Lord.” God will not compare us with others. 
He will only judge us by what He knows we 
ourselves are capable of doing with His help. 
     God says that if we are faithful in little 
things, we will also be so in bigger things. As 
Bruce’s work and satisfied customers were 
his advertisement, so WE are to be GOD’S 
advertisements in a sin-darkened world. As 
the Bible verses at the bottom (in red) say, 
“We are God’s building.” Some of the most 
glorious words of hope the Lord gives us 
as we walk with Him are, “Be faithful unto 
death, and I will give you a crown of life 
which will not fade away” (Rev.2:10). 
     Satan convinced Eve that God was a bad 
character who lied to her in order to keep 
things from her. Some of the workers in the 
story above also had mean thoughts about 
their Master, and as a result, were unfaithful. 
But God who promises us so much is faithful 
to us, and expects us to be faithful to Him.  
The Bible says of God, “He is faithful that 
promised!” God inspires us with confidence, 
entrusts us with ability, and is now waiting to 
greet His faithful workers and say, “I knew 
you could do it—  Enter in!” 
 
Jesus said, “With men this is impossible;  

but with God all things are possible.”    
St. Paul said, “I can do all things  

through Christ who strengthens me.”     
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     Greek Orthodox churches celebrated 
Easter on 1 May, and the Jewish celebrated 
Passover the end of last month.   Jesus was 
celebrating Passover with His disciples at 
The Last Supper.  St, Paul says, “Christ our 
Passover is sacrificed for us.”  Many things 
were said and done in that room where Jesus 
ate with His followers. Even then, those   
disciples were discussing which of them was 
greatest! Jesus gave them an object lesson by 
washing their feet, and thereby teaching them 
that the way to greatness is the path of true 
humility and service. Before washing their 
feet, Jesus wrapped a cloth around Himself. 
     Peter almost forbade Jesus to wash his 
feet, until Jesus told him the serious conse-
quences of refusal.  Over 30 years later, Peter 
wrote to the suffering, persecuted church, 
“Be clothed with humility: for God resists the 
proud, but gives grace to the humble” (1 Pet. 
5:5). The original Greek word used in this 
verse is a word used to refer to a slave’s apron-
garment, tied with a knot and worn to protect 
the rest.  Jesus wrapped such a garment around 
Himself before washing the disciples’ feet.  It 
was the apron of humility. However, that same 
Greek word is also used to refer to a rather 
opposite garment.  Did you see the new Pope 
with the long colourful cloth draped behind his 
neck and reaching to the knees?  That type of 
garment is sometimes called a “stole.”  Women 
of fashion used to feel posh when wearing a 
“mink stole.”  So you see, that same Greek 
word used in 1 Pet.5:5 is also used to describe a   
garment worn as a sign of pre-eminence and 
honour.  Jesus wore both pre-eminence and 
humility and sets the example for us to do like-
wise.  What clothing!  What a fashion! 
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      People think they are obtaining merchandise 
when often, THE PEOPLE THEMSELVES 
have become the merchandise!  Human slavery 
is not a thing of the past.  However, as with the 
body, so also with the soul and spirit— people 
are often captured from the outside...but not 
always!  The Bible speaks of those who “sold 
themselves to do evil,” but who were also 
spurred-on by others.  Often our losses are not 
due to being TAKEN away, but  GIVEN away. 
Those who admit responsibility for their own 
wrongdoing  have more hope of help from God.  
What you ARE in the sight of God is more   
important than what you appear to be or what 
you wear in the sight of men. “The fabric of the 
soul” is of greatest importance.  What fashion 
are you wearing?  The Bible speaks of all races 
of mankind in general who “changed the glory 
of the incorruptible God” and “changed the 
truth of God into a lie” (Rom.1:23,25). That 
section of the chapter shows the deterioration of 
human beings and the unavoidable results of 
their choice to “turn God’s light out” in their 
minds and hearts...but man was and is made “in 
the image of God!” Jesus said to give to Caesar 
what belongs to him and give to God what be-
longs to Him  because though Caesar’s image 
was on the coin,  God’s image is on you and 
me! Does the “fashion” or “image” of my soul 
matter to God? Yes!  But at times God even told 
His people (regarding externals), “Get all that 
jewellery off  so I can know what to do with 
you!” (see below red). God wouldn’t even speak 
to them or help them, unless they were serious 
enough to stop all the masquerade.  Adam and 
Eve tried to cover themselves with skimpy fig 
leaves, but God made a proper covering for 
them...at the cost of the life and blood of the first 
killed animal.  THAT blood was pointing ahead 
to the blood of Jesus, given as God’s provided 
covering making possible the forgiveness of sin, 
the purifying of the heart, the making of a new 
person, and the hope of a glorious future!  Now 
that’s what I call a GOOD change of fashion! 
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God promise: “If My people who are called 
by My name, will HUMBLE themselves and 
pray, and seek My face, and turn from their 
wicked ways, THEN I will hear from heaven, 
and will forgive their sin, and will heal their 
land.” (2 Chron.7:14)  Notice:  “IF!” 

G od gave th e 10 Com m andm ents, but H is people w ere m aking th e “golden 
calf” from  th eir jew ellery  (Exodus 32). Today ’s w orld follow s m any  idols, too.  

G od w ouldn’t consider h elping th em  until th ey  got rid of th eir jew ellery  
(Exodus 33:5 ). Th ey  h ad th is experience before (G enesis 35 ) and often later, 

but G od REFUSES to com prom ise w ith  sin, w orldliness and idols! 

St. Paul w rote, “For y ou are G od’s building” (1 Cor.3:9 )  and th at th e 
‘building’ is  m eant to be “a h abitation of G od th rough  th e 

Spirit” (Eph .2:21). But h e also say s, “w h en our earth ly  h ouse is  
destroy ed, w e h ave a building from  G od, an eternal h ouse in  

h eaven, not built by  h um an h ands!” (2 Cor. 5 :1). 

The 
“Lift up a standard for the people.”    Isaiah 62:10 



     A publisher received a manuscript 
from a writer of poetry who hoped to have 
her work published. The publisher replied as 
follows: “I have read your manuscript and it 
is both good and original— what is good is 
not original, and what is original is not 
good.”  Cruel?  The publisher apparently 
thought he saw some copying from others in 
the work of that poet. 
     Some critics may seem “original” when 
attacking the Bible. Actually, no other book 
has been assaulted more than the Bible.  At 
present, one would get the idea that many 
people believe Da Vinci wrote the Bible!  
This subject is far too important to get 
diverted by any man’s groundless 
speculations, and a string of mysterious 
myths, hypothesis and imagination. 
     All through the Bible times people  
opposed God’s prophets—  Jesus confirmed 
this was so, asking His opposers on one 
occasion, “Which of the prophets have your 
forefathers not stoned to death?”  God’s 
Word and His messengers were usually 
resisted and killed.  Jesus remained faithful to 
the ancient Hebrew Scriptures, but not to the 
writings of the collected popular rabbis, etc. 
whose writings He said were being wrongly 
substituted and honoured above the original 
Hebrew Scriptures.  We follow Jesus' 
example, rejecting anything from any source 
that is not the actual Word of God. 
     Some modern Bible critics accuse the 
fourth century church of “changing the 
Bible.”  Even in the FIRST century, St. Paul 
had to defend what he had preached, for 
others were going around undermining and 
opposing what he lived and taught.  St. Peter 
and St. James did likewise in the Bible, 
defending the truth against those who 
opposed it even back in the first century.  St 
John defended the faith against the Gnostics, 
who are some of the chief sources for claims 
such as we find in The Da Vinci Code! 
     Some claim that the Catholic Church  hid 

or excluded other books about Jesus in 
order to keep control of the people.  I do 
not defend all the Catholic church 
teaches, does or has done in the past, but I 
will say that there are too many excellent 
Biblical scholars who do NOT agree with 
the Catholic Church but who DO 
confirm the utter reliability of the Bible.  
If others through the centuries tried to add 
bits to the Bible, such scholars as I refer 
to, have made this known, for these 

scholars want nothing but the truth.   
     One of the greatest Bible scholars of all 
time was a British man by the name of Dr. 
Adam Clarke.  He wrote a commentary on 
the Bible, finishing in 1832, just before he 
died.  Clarke was a scholar, not just in 
Biblical subjects, but in many sciences, etc.  
He knew Hebrew, Greek, Aramaic, Chaldee, 
Syriac, etc. etc. and personally owned ancient 
Biblical manuscripts.  Scholars like Clarke 
studied to be sure nothing was in the Bible 
text which ought NOT to be, and that nothing 
was missing. They also desired to provide a 
written explanation of its meaning such as 
would help readers to give their lives to God 
in loving obedience and service. Many 
claims against the Bible which were put 
forward after Clarke died, you will find he 
had already addressed! Getting a set of his 
commentaries would be a great blessing (not 
the 1 volume, abridged edition, though)! 
     Clarke and many others travelled all over 
Britain sharing the truths of the Bible in such 
a passionate and yet practical way that multi-
tudes gave their hearts and lives to God.  As a 
result, British society was changed in such a 
way as is needed today. We see corruption at 
every level these days, but seem helpless to 
change it, yet Britain in Clarke’s day was 
horribly corrupt, too! The change that is 
needed today, as then, must begin with an 
INTERIOR change, not an EXTERIOR one.   
     St. Paul wrote, “Let God be true, and 
every man a liar” (Romans 3:4). In our 
world, so full of liars, we can know that God 
will keep His promises. God’s Word is also 
the unchanging and faultless standard by 
which we test ourselves and our opinions 
now, and the standard by which God will 
judge us in the end.  This is why it is so 
important to study the Bible for ourselves,   
know it, and apply it to ourselves.  The Bible 
is a book for all people everywhere.  YES, 
God’s Word is to be “hidden!”  One writer in 

the Bible says to God, “Your Word have I 
HID in my heart, so that I will not sin against 
You” (Psa.119:11).  The Bible is meant to free 
us, not oppress us. The greatest freedom is 
freedom from sin...freedom to love and obey 
God, and to do what is right toward all my 
fellow human beings as we travel together 
toward eternity.  Satan suggested the ancient 
lie that “freedom” is freedom AWAY FROM 
God.  Satan was the originator of the Same 
Old Stuff we are hearing today.  If you have 
been swallowing Satan’s bait, then send up a 
REAL S.O.S. to the Lord and get ready to grab 
the rope. 

(continued from previous page) 

          (continued on next page)  

Jesus spoke of the “narrow way that leads to 
life and few people go that way,” and “the 
broad way that leads to destruction with 
many people going that way.” The Bible 
tells us of two paths with two destinations, 
as in  Psalm 1. As the world “goes down,” 
we cannot merely try to keep a “margin of 
safety,” otherwise we are going down, too. 
We will be like two men jumping out of a 
plane 30 seconds apart; one without a para-
chute and the second with a parachute torn 
and full of holes.  My oldest brother brought 
a smaller, parcel-drop parachute home from 
the Air Force but it was badly torn.  Another 
of my older brothers foolishly jumped off the 
local school fire escape with it, landing stiff 
legged and without time for the chute to open 
much at all!  He had a very bad shock at the 
bottom!  Many people are doing the same 
sort of thing with their soul and eternity.  
Because some don’t do “terrible” sins, they 
think they are good people.  But, in fact, they 
are all like the men jumping out of the plane; 
one without a chute and one with a chute full 
of holes.  There will be trouble in the landing 
for both.  Satan has surprises for everyone 
who will follow his suggestions, and there is 
no end to the distance he can take a person—
no end, no end, no end!  Even here on earth, 
it is shocking how far people’s lives and 
morals and actions can deteriorate.  On the 
other hand, it is amazing to consider the fact 
that God can do the same— only in the oppo-
site direction.  If we travel in opposite direc-
tion on the M1, the distance that separates 
us gets wider.  The sin of man and the grace 
of God create similar spaces in the hearts and 
minds of people while on earth, yet the final 
and unchangeable separation comes in eter-
nity.  There are endless possibilities of sin or 
grace for us now, and the “realities of another 
world” will be even more endless.  The   
Bible calls out: “Choose today who you 
will serve.”  God calls to us today to choose, 
for He knows the good He wants to give us. 

W e Can Read 
It W ith   

Confidence! 
 
 

                     by    
  G abriel L.  
      Mancino 

Da Vinci 
Code 
“Facts”(?) 
 
In The Da Vinci 
Code, author Dan 
Brown says that at 
the Council of Nicea (325 AD) the Deity 
of Christ was only barely accepted by the 
318 bishops (page 315).  In fact, only two 
of those bishops failed to sign the creed—
almost unanimously accepted!  Brown 
claims that Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John were accepted at Nicea (page 313) 
in 325, rather than at Carthage 72 years 
later.  Many people don’t bother about 
actual facts when they  have a determined  
opinion, prejudice or agenda. Anyway, 
those Gospels were accepted as the     
authoritative/trustworthy accounts of the 
life of Jesus by His followers, and were 
declared so by church leaders nearly 150 
years before Nicea! Constantine’s grand-
dad wasn’t even born yet, so how can 
they credit or blame Constantine for  ap-
proving, changing or excluding? The job 
was already done! The New Testament 
itself  shows that in the very first century, 
teachings of “another Gospel” and 
“another Jesus” were trying to infiltrate 
the church, and Paul, Peter and John all 
speak out against them.  For much more 
info, go to the following websites: 
www.tektonics.org/davincicrude.htm 
and  www.lightforthelastdays.co.uk  

Endless Possibilities 
“The path of the just is as a shining light 
shining more and more unto the perfect 
day!” (Proverbs 4:18) Others “become 
worse and worse; deceiving and being    
deceived.” (2 Timothy 3:13)    by GLM 
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