
 
     The London Christian Standard is NOT 
against the church or church attendance.  
But as Billy Sunday, the old-fashioned 
preacher would say, “Sitting in a church 
doesn’t make you a Christian anymore than 
standing in a garage makes you a car.”  Yet, we 
thank God for the church— His own creation 
and body through Jesus Christ.  The church 
building itself used to be called “a soul-saving 
station” and “a spiritual hospital” where the 
sick can be made well.  Too many people wish 
to be “a little better,” rather than to be made 
well—  completely well. 
     In recent times, there has been much 
news about “super-bugs” in hospitals which 
caused many people to become very ill, and in 
some cases even dying in the place where they 
should be made well.  The same can happen in 
the church.  The Bible tells of a synagogue 
where a demon-possessed man was in 
attendance apparently undetected...until Jesus 
came! (Mark 1:23; Luke 4:33). 
     Thank God, in hospitals many people are 
still being made well physically.  And, thank 
God, in some churches people are still coming 
to Jesus, “The Great Physician,” and being 
made well spiritually (some physically, too!). 
     Dear old Job (pronounced Jobe) spoke of 
his three “comforters” as “physicians/doctors 

of no value.”  Believe me, super-bugs 
are everywhere infecting society.  
I’ve seen them in schools, at 
newsagents, in store catalogues, etc. 
One school is trying to remake their 
girls’ uniforms because the skirts are 
getting shorter and shorter.  The 

education system has accelerated this 
horrid cancer, but apparently knows that the 
cure is not to just pass out more condoms and 
pills without parental knowledge or consent, as 
they already do.  Well-known “family” stores  
sell items clearly connected to sex, gambling, 
drinking and even witchcraft.   It appears they 
put a no-value price tag on their customers.  
The list of super-bugs is endless, but it is being 
tolerated— even encouraged.  Marketing sex 
has only been helping to further rot society, and 
the adverts are everywhere. Sexual perversity 
of every sort is being condoned, even in the so-
called church, just like the demon-possessed 
man in the synagogue. 
     The way back is ever so simple.  God said 
to us all through the prophet Isaiah, “If My 
people, who are called by My name, will 
humble themselves and pray, and seek My 
face, and turn from their wicked ways, I will 
hear their prayer and heal their land.”  Firstly, 
notice God said “IF.”  That means the promise 
is conditional on our obedience and action.  
“Humble themselves” is also difficult for most 
people...and it means REAL humility, not 
disgusting fakery.  And “turn from wicked 
ways” means just that— you go out of the sin 
business!” And when the super-bug of sin is 
removed, all society will realise and benefit 
from the glorious and healing results! 
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    Many people wrongly think and boldly 
claim they love God, while at the same time 
disobeying God.  Substitutes for obedience is 
an age-long problem.  Adam and Eve’s two 
boys, Cain and Abel, both prepared offerings 
as sacrifice to God. Abel’s was acceptable to 
God, but Cain’s wasn’t— why? Because Cain 
(like Frank Sinatra) “did it HIS way!” 
     We see the horrible fighting between Israel 
and Palestinians. This is an old hatred.  Jesus 
also faced rejection by the Samaritans because 
He was going to Jerusalem (to die for us all!).  
Nehemiah led the rebuilding of Jerusalem 
after Babylon had destroyed it centuries be-
fore Jesus came to earth, but Nehemiah faced 
terrible prejudice, hatred and opposition from 
the surrounding nations.  It would be very 
easy for me to list examples from history even 
before Nehemiah, during the time of Joshua 
and Moses.   This is an ancient problem. 
     The problem is hatred “against the Lord 
and against His Christ,” but “He that sits in 
the heavens shall laugh,” as it says in Psalm 
2!  NO nation, people, “super elite group,” 
international bankers or anybody else should 
control the world, “for the earth is the Lord’s 
and the fullness thereof; the world and they 
that live on it” (Psalm 24:1,2). People should 
mind how they treat Jesus:  “What will you do 
with Jesus,” Pilate asked.  Professing      
Christians, including evangelicals, should take 
a sober look at their obedience to Jesus Christ 
whom they say they serve and worship.  Jesus 
said, “IF you love Me, do what I say!”  Do we 
do that?  For God’s sake, for YOUR OWN 
sake, and for the sake of a world heading for 
judgement— Are we really obeying Jesus?! 
     The Bible says “for the time has come for 
judgment to begin at the house of God,” and 
“if the righteous be saved with difficulty, 
where shall the sinner and the ungodly       
appear?!” Where shall judgment begin...I 
mean, which “house of God?” the synagogue, 

Registered Charity #1092050 mosque, temple or church? You see, all 
this fighting is NOT merely Muslims, 
Christians and Jews against each 
other— THAT idea is just a smoke-
screen of the devil.  Remember, all this 
substitute for obedience to God started 
BEFORE the original split between 
Israel and Islam with the two sons of 

Abraham.  The heart of the problem is seen 
with the two sons of ADAM!  With Adam, we 
see just the result of sin—  which is bad enough.  
But with his boys we see how disobedience 
can result in religious substitutes...and THAT is 
something that relates to Jews, Muslims and 
Christians, too, not to mention everybody else.  
Even “out and out sinners” can be ever so   
religious!  It is all “substitute,” and it will turn 
on you, like a vicious, mad animal at the end. 
     The devil lied to Eve and he still lies to 
people today.  Jesus said the devil is “the   
father of lies,” so if you lie you’re like the devil 
and belong to his family and will go to live 
with him forever.  God is a God of truth, as 
well as a God of love and light, and God     
desires and requires truth in us if we expect to 
please Him.  This is a truth for ALL people—  
religious and non-religious.  The Jews thought 
they owned special relationship to God be-
cause of God’s working and Word among 
them.  Muslims and Christians can feel the 
same way.  But Jesus told the Jews: “You 
search the Scriptures, for in them you think you 
have eternal life, and they are those that speak 
about Me!”  This same principle applies to 
Muslims and Christians, for Jews reject Jesus 
boldly, Muslims reduce Him blatantly and 
many Christians reflect Him badly, exploiting  
rather than exploring and expressing His love 
and life before others “in this present 
world” (Titus 2:11-15). 
     ANY “substitute,” from ANY person of 
ANY religion (or non-religion) is a total failure.  
So, whoever you are, don’t fool yourself.  If 
we come to God at all, we must come to Him 
on HIS terms, in full surrender and full        
obedience, keeping up-to-date. Professing         
Christian— you cannot backslide, if you have-
n’t front-slid yet!  Yes, you CAN lose your 
salvation (fellowship WITH God, AND        
relationship TO God), but you cannot lose 
something you never had. Don’t fool yourself! 
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Th e G old Medal G am ble Th at Is a Long-term  Loser:            
Jesus asked, “W h at sh all it profit a person if th ey  gain th e w h ole 
w orld and lose th eir ow n soul? Or w h at s h all a person give in 

exch ange for th eir soul?  Tw o good questions!  Ev il is  stupid, and so is 
ev ery  such  gam ble. Sin m akes people sell th em selv es ch eap.  Stop it. 

“But You Do Not Know !” Th ese are Jesus’ w ords of diagnosis of people w h o 
said th ey  w ere “rich , increased w ith  goods and h ave need of noth ing.” 
Jesus told th em  th e truth  about th em selv es, say ing, “you are w retch ed, 

m iserable, poor, blind and naked.” H e th en offered th em  H is glorious cure. 
H e say s th e sam e to “21st century  London--th e w orld’s greatest city !” 
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"Lift up a standard for th e people."     Isaiah  6 2:10 



     My mother’s father immigrated to the 
USA from Reggio, Calabria in Italy in 
1903.  On various occasions my mother told 
us how her dad would say, “Television will 
be the ruin of this country!”  I can imagine 
how he felt with his traditional values, but 
there is a way in which I believe my 
grandfather was wrong.  In fact, I will say 
that it is the LACK of television that is 
ruining America and ruining Britain, as 
well! You may be mystified at this 
comment, and further mystified what this 
has to do with Abraham.   
     God had told Abraham to get away 
from the city where he and his ancestors 
lived —  a place full of idolatry.  The funny 
thing about it is that God took him from one 
idolatrous place and lead him to another 
place full of horrible sin and idolatry!  
Perhaps the biggest difference of the two 
places was that Abraham himself became a 
changed man, and the change began upon 
the first steps of his obedient faith.   
     St. Paul also tells that God doesn’t wish 
to take us out of the world, but that God 
wants to take the world out of us!  Jesus 
prayed for us the same way; that we would 
be IN the world, but not OF the world (see 
John 17)! It was in this way that Jesus 
Himself lived among people on earth—
touched with their sins and sorrows, yet 
remaining true and holy while He helped 
them.  He wants us to be the same. 
     God also called Abraham’s nephew, 
Lot, out of Sodom, but his wife looked back 
and became a monument of warning to us 
all.  Jesus said, “Remember Lot’s wife.”  
Similarly, Moses took the Hebrews out of 
Egypt, but could not take Egypt out of the 
Hebrews!  Those complaining, rebellious, 
unbelieving people continually spoke of 
returning to Egypt.  Even angel-faced 
Stephen (the first Christian martyr) said, 
“Israel went back to Egypt in their heart!” 
     Man’s biggest problem is his heart.  

Through the prophets Isaiah and 
Jeremiah, God said that man’s heart 
is weak, deceitful and distorted. 
Through the prophet Ezekiel, God 
promises to take away man’s stoney 
heart, and give him one of flesh—
meaning tender toward God instead 
of hard. Sin makes the heart hard, 
and it gets harder with time because 

the mind and the human will make the 
choices to provide a home for it.  
     God cares about us, as well as those who 
are around us.  Somebody said to me once, 
“I don’t think it is fair of God to condemn 
people to hell who don’t know about 
Him.”  (Abraham once said to God: “Shall 
not the Judge of all the earth do right?”  
Abraham’s question was really a statement; 
simply telling God that he believed God 
would only do what was right.)  I replied to 
the person, “One big reason that many 
people do not know about God is because 
there are many others who DO know, but 
who are doing nothing to tell others!”  There 
was silence, and then: “I take your point.” 
     Abraham knew God, believed God, 
obeyed God and is called in the Bible “a 
friend of God.”  He believed God in 
relation to himself, in relation to his broad 
family including any servants, and in 
relation to “outsiders,” such as the citizens 
of Sodom and Gomorrah.  Abraham also 
believed God in a “LONG RANGE” manner 
so as to become what St. Paul calls “the 
father of the faith.”  Those who believe and 
obey God are the true children of Abraham, 
because they are children of true faith. 
     The Bible says that upon hearing the call 
of God, Abraham began “looking for a city 
which has foundation whose builder and 
maker is God.” In the earthly arena, that 
meant the Promised Land of Canaan, from 
the spiritual angle it means holiness of heart 
and life, yet from the eternal prospective it 
meant “heaven.” 
     In Hebrews chapter 11, called “the faith 
chapter,” it speaks of this and says further 
that these people saw the promises of God, 
were fully persuaded of the trustworthiness 
of them, and embraced them with all their 
hearts.  It also says that like Abraham, they 
departed in obedience, declaring a sort of 
“international nationality”—  that they were 
strangers and pilgrims on earth.  This 

“citizenship” of heaven’s holy city they 
proclaimed boldly.  Sometimes people think 
the grass is greener somewhere else, only to 
regret they ever left “home,” just like the 
Hebrews who left Egypt.  Not so of the true 
children of Abraham, for they live with the 
ever-present God and with the long-range 
view always before them. 
     For a variety of reasons, my wife and I 
have never owned a television, and on 23 
June we celebrated our 26th anniversary. 
Actually, “television” is a poor name, for 
people who watch it are usually very earth-
bound— more like a caterpillar than a 
butterfly. I prefer having the television 
Abraham had.  You see, “tele” means “far 
off,” and Abraham had far-off vision!   
     God said to Abraham “in blessing you I 
will bless the world.”  First of all, people are 
NOT true “children of Abraham” simply 
because of biological relation, like Jewish or 
Arab people. The same is true with being 
“children of God.” We are all children of 
God because He created us, but unless we 
are children of God by receiving God’s own 
provided salvation from sin, we fail to satisfy 
the demand of God’s justice. 
     When God was giving Moses the Ten 
Commandments, the rest of the people were 
making the idolatrous golden calf at the foot 
of Mt. Sinai!  God said “the people have 
corrupted themselves.”  Those were “God’s 
chosen people!”  These were the biological 
“children of Abraham,” through whom God 
intended to “bless the world.” This same 
corrupting thing can happen AND IS 
HAPPENING to Jews, Muslims and 
Christians alike.   
     We cannot imagine how quickly this 
sagging world would improve and advance if 
people would truly follow the steps of 
Abraham.  Africa needs help, that’s true, but it 
needs help in ways that Live 8 and the World 
Bank will not  consider. Britain and America 
need help, too, at every level of society.  The 
true and full blessing of Abraham is a Divine 
phenomena that is, by nature, the leading 
export and import of ANY and EVERY 
nation on earth.  It is for this reason that I say 
that it is the LACK of “television” that is the 
ruin of the entire world.   
     The father of John the Baptist tells us 
the central feature of God’s “oath” or 
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          (continued on next page)  

promise/agreement to Abraham as we can 
read in Luke 1:67-79.  People and nations 
reject the true blessing of Abraham which, 
though it is inherently spiritual, cannot help 
but be practical.  Because of this, it is 
foolish to say of the true children of 
Abraham, “they are so heavenly-minded 
that they are no earthly good.” The best this 
world can experience and receive will come 
from God through His true children who are 
also true children of Abraham.  These are 
the ones who have the best brand of 
“television” the world has ever known! 

Abrah am ’s 
Television 

 

(It’s just th e kind 
w e need!) 
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 Th at’s  
   Racist! 
 
  Gabriel L. Mancino 
 
     God said that a leopard cannot change its 
spots and an Ethiopian cannot change his 
skin.  Instead of negatively focusing on a par-
ticular race among others, God’s statement, as 
we well know, is made to implicate the entire 
human family.  God said that we can take the 
best soap in the world, but cannot wash away 
our sin.  Jesus Himself said that such a change 
or such a washing is impossible for man alone 
to accomplish, but that it IS possible with 
God’s help. The reason for this impossibility 
on our own is due to the fact, as God said 
through the prophet Jeremiah, that our sin is 
written with the point of a diamond.  In other 
words, sin is etched deeply on all our hearts.  
That statement, and many others like it in the 
Bible, shows clearly that ALL sin is this way; 
whether it is a compulsive liar, thief, gambler, 
homosexual, adulterer— you name it. The 
world may popularise it—  and they DO,     
nations may legalise it—  and they HAVE, but 
this does not change God at all, nor does it 
change His Word.  Sin is sin, and it will always 
be sin.  As such, sin will bring wrath,          
judgment, and eternal punishment to any who 
provide a home in their hearts for it and keep it 
next to them like a cuddly toy.  God is a racist 
in two ways:  He condemns sin in all races, but 
has also provided a cure for all races through 
the death of His Son, Jesus.  What a wonderful 
“racist” God is— He cares for us all! 


