
     God wants us to enjoy the best benefits 
of NEW things, as well as the unfading 
and glorious benefits of OLD things.  By 
this, I do not mean that God wants us to 
be rich, and never ill, and that life will be 
problem-free. Yet, God has “buried 
treasure” for us all.  Of course, buried 
treasure is not buried if it is simply laying 
on the surface!  In Matthew 13, Jesus tells 
several parable stories to illustrate “the 
kingdom of heaven.” In just one verse 
(44), He tells about the buried treasure, 
though the whole chapter is full of rich 
treasure. In verse 52 He mentions “things 
old and new.”  
     In 2 Corinthians 5:17, St. Paul says that 
if a person is really “in Christ” that person 
“Is a new creation: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are new.” 
Obviously, one who becomes a “new-
creation” will still breathe, eat and sleep, 

so those are not part of the “all things” 
that pass away, for if they pass away, you 
pass away! The reference is to the old life 
of sin, and the things that lead to sin.   
     One main Bible reference to “the New 
Birth” is John 3 where Jesus tells a certain 
religious leader that he MUST be born 
again.  That “MUST” is for everyone who 
seriously hopes to be pleasing God in this 
life and make it safely to heaven in 
eternity.  No matter what religion a person 
belongs to,  that person is “dead in 
sin” (Ephesians 2:1), unless God has 
performed the work that, through His 
Holy Spirit, only He alone can do. This 
work of God is accomplished because 
Jesus came and did the work He came to 
do by dying for our sins on the Cross.  
Jesus said “My Father has been working 
unceasingly even until now, and so do I 
work” (John 5:17). The work of the Cross 
was completed when Jesus arose from 
death, as we celebrate at Easter.    
     Perhaps you recall, that before the 
Cross, Jesus told His disciples that it was 
important for Him to go, because then the 
Comforter could come.  The Comforter, 
Jesus informed them, was the Holy Spirit 
of God, not some earthly person. 
     Three things happen to a person, all 
at once, when they become a “new 
creation in Christ.” That person is 
“justified,” by God. Romans 5:1 says that 
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faith in God MUST be exercised that He 
will forgive, accept and change us as He 
promised. “Justified” means that God rubs 
out the record of all past sins the person 
has committed.  It is “just-if-I’d” never 
sinned! This brings “peace with God.”  
“Peace” likely refers more to a ceasing of 
conflict between that person and God, than 
“the warm feeling inside,” though it may 
include it. People may “justify themselves” 
to others, but the justification of ourselves 
here is something only God can do, but not 
against our will.  We MUST co-operate. 
     A second thing that happens is that the 
truly “converted” person is “regenerated,” 
or experiences “regeneration.”  This is the 
bringing in of new Life, rather than merely  
“turning over a new leaf,” as some like to 
do in January.  Just as only God can “blot 
out” the record of past sins we have 
accumulated, so also only God can reach 
into the depths of our personal being and 
make “a new creation.” 
     The third thing that happens when a 
person is truly “converted,”—  not 
“converted” by man, but by God (see John 
1: 12, 13) —  is that they “receive the Spirit 
of adoption, whereby they cry, ‘Abba, 
Father!” (Rom. 8:15).  This simply means 
that God lets you know by His Holy Spirit 
that He has accepted you and brought you 
into His family.  THIS “acceptance” IS and 
ALWAYS MUST BE on God’s terms and 
conditions, not on ours! Those terms and 
conditions are easily available, and not 
complicated.  Now, if we wish to be “dead 
certain” about the matter, then we need to be 
“dead honest”…  with God, with ourselves, 
and with everybody; otherwise forget it.  
     Did you notice, that the “adopted” 
person mentioned above from Rom. 8:15 
starts crying!  What do you expect from a 
newborn baby?!  The new babe in Christ 
begins crying of relationship to God!  But 
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the crying and wanting includes other 
things, too. Babies want their momma 
and they want their milk.  Those are the  
basics. In this case, the momma is God 
Himself, and the milk is God’s Word, the 
Bible, as 1 Peter 2:2 says, we are to “desire 
the sincere milk of the word, that we may 
grow by it.” That verse continues, adding 
“if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is 
gracious.”  In other words, if a person is 
really a “new creation...a new babe in 
Christ,” that person will want to know and 
be familiar with the Bible; after all, it is 
only natural for babies to want Mum’s 
milk!  This particular “normality” is only 
one illustration of “the things that 
accompany salvation” (Heb. 6:9). 
     Some other marks of truly receiving 
“The New Birth” are described by St. 
Paul in such a way as seems to exhaust 
vocabulary in order that no mistake be 
made in such an important matter. These 
other “things that accompany salvation” 
are in 2 Cor. 6:11 to 7:11. The first part 
deals with “separation from worldliness,” 
and the second contrasts empty, 
superficial “sorrow” for sin, with genuine 
“godly sorrow” that results in true 
repentance, which then brings God’s 
salvation to the seeker. The empty 
“sorrow” brings nothing but “death.”  
These are some Bible verses that every 
person should read and apply; including 
many professing, evangelical, “born 
again” Christians.  These “marks” are 
characterised by true and deep humility, 
and lead to personal holiness of heart and 
life.  True Christians get and remain 
miles away from personal worldliness, 
and live to keep “a sensitive conscience, 
clear and shameless in relation to God 
and man” (Acts 23:1; 24:16).  This is not 
a life for any who wish to live for self, be 
their own boss, ignore or neglect God’s 
Word and will, and finally “burn their 
conscience with a hot iron” (1 Tim.4:2). 
But it IS the Life for those who have a 
deep YEARNING for God in their soul! 
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     Some months ago, I shared about King 
Solomon’s long and unsuccessful search 
for genuine happiness within.  He tried 
practically everything, but ended up saying it 
was all “vanity.” The original word translated 
“vanity”  means “empty.”  Others say it 
means something like “a bubble that 
bursts.” This had been the king’s experience, 
and it is the experience of many, many others.  
Thankfully, Solomon was able to write later, 
in words that illustrate love to God, “I am my 
Beloved’s, and my Beloved is mine!” (Song 
of Sol. 2:16; 6:3). Solomon’s words, recorded 
in the Bible, seem so much like the words of 
Clara Williams, who wrote a song to describe 
her own search for the God who Satisfies: 
 

All my life I had a longing 
For a drink from some clear spring, 

That I hoped would quench the burning 
Of the thirst I felt within. 

 
Feeding on the husks around me, 
Till my strength was almost gone, 

Longed my soul for something better, 
Only still to hunger on. 

 
Poor I was, and sought for riches, 

Something that would satisfy, 
But the dust I gathered round me 
Only mocked my soul’s sad cry. 

 
(The Refrain or Chorus:) 

Hallelujah! I have found Him 
Whom my soul so long has craved! 

Jesus satisfies my longings, 
Through His blood I now am saved. 

 
(Then, Mrs. Williams finishes in happy 

satisfaction and triumph:) 

Well of water, ever springing, 
Bread of life so rich and free, 

Untold wealth that never faileth, 
My Redeemer is to me. 

 
Here we see the end of Clara’s search, 
for no doubt she was searching like the 
Bible says.  God promised through the 
prophet, Jeremiah, “And you shall seek 
Me and find Me, when you search for 
Me with all of your heart” (29:13).  

Jesus confirmed this promise, saying, 
“Seek and you shall find” (Matt. 7:7). Mrs. 
William’s middle name was Tear!  No 
doubt, her search for God was with deep and 
genuine tears of true repentance, and no 
doubt she had overflowing tears of joy 
when she found real satisfaction in the 
salvation which comes from God.  At first, 
all she had was a life of bursting bubbles.  
Then, she found a new beginning which 
didn’t burst...but it burst forth, as the 
Bible says, into “fullness of joy...pleasures 
for evermore” (Psalm 16:11).  
     The “beginning” of Jesus’ life on earth is 
given in Matthew and Luke. At Christmas 
we remembered the story of the shepherds, 
wise men and Mary and Joseph.  That story 
was a beginning that burst forth in 
splendour.  This is the account of when Jesus 
was “born of the flesh” like us.   
     In St. John 3, Jesus says that if we are to 
experience “The NEW Birth” (see front 
page), then we must be “born of the flesh.”  
In other words, we must be a living human 
being!  But Jesus also said that those who 
experience “The New Birth” are to be “born 
of the Spirit,” as well! When Jesus said, 
“You must be born again,” the word, 
“again,”  also means “from above.” The 
New Birth is a “birth”  which comes from 
God, not from man.   
     Christmas celebrated  Jesus’ FIRST 
COMING, and I can say, His FIRST 
BIRTH, also! (No, I do not believe the Bible 
or the Christian faith teaches reincarnation.) 
Jesus’ first birth is a likeness of our own 
human birth in the flesh. His “SECOND 
birth” was at the resurrection, after the 
crucifixion, and which we celebrate at Easter.   

     The Bible gives me reason to call the 
resurrection Jesus’ second birth, for St. Paul, 
in Acts 13:33, quotes Psalm 2:7, saying 
“God has fulfilled this for us, their children, 
in that He has raised up Jesus. As it is also 
written in the second Psalm: 'You are My 
Son, Today I have begotten You.’ ” Compare 
this with Col.1:18, where Jesus is called “the 
first-begotten from the dead,” and with Rev. 
1:5, where he calls Jesus “the first-begotten 
of the dead.”   
     The two “ingredients” of our “New Birth” 
are that we must be 1) “born of the flesh,” 
which we see illustrated in Jesus’ first birth in 
the flesh, and 2) that we must be “born of the 
Spirit,” which we see illustrated in Christ’s 
resurrection from the dead. St. Paul speaks of 
this comparison of Christ’s physical resurrec-
tion to our own being raised spiritually from 
the deadness in sin, as we may see in Rom. 
6:4; 8:11; 1 Cor. 6:14; 2 Cor. 13:4; Col. 2:12.  
Jesus died FOR our sins; we must die TO our 
sins. The resurrection of Jesus from the dead 
illustrates both our own spiritual “resurrect-
tion” from sin NOW, as well as our physical 
resurrection and being fitted with a new 
“glorified body” like that of Jesus, later. 
     So, Christ’s FIRST and SECOND 
“births” are seen in the Bible as bursting 
forth with excitement and promise for every 
person in the human family, no matter of our 
background or circumstances. These are 
celebrated at Christmas and Easter. However, 
our excitement doesn’t end there!  The 
second coming of Jesus could be very near, 
and once again, it will be a time when things 
will burst forth as never before.  As 
awesome as it would be to see God make the 
original universe, the fact is that we all DO 
have the opportunity to enjoy the renovated 
condition of ALL THINGS when Jesus 
returns, for God says, “and behold, I make 
all things new” (Rev. 21:5). This will be 
beyond our imagination! 
     People are becoming increasingly stressed 
and pressured, locally, nationally and 
internationally.  In fact, all of nature has been 
“stressed out” ever since sin entered the 
world, for St. Paul wrote way back in the first 
century that “we know that the whole of 
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Creation is groaning together in the pains of 
childbirth until this hour” (Rom. 8:22).  
Even nature wishes to be “born again,” and 
is waiting for a new time of bursting forth!  
Jeremiah spoke of the same pain more than 
six centuries before St. Paul, saying in God’s 
behalf: “They have made it desolate; 
Desolate, it mourns to Me; The whole land is 
made desolate, Because no one takes it to 
heart” (12:11).  In other words, a groaning 
world groans worse because human beings 
generally don’t really care about the spiritual 
and eternal matters which are  of the greatest 
importance to God, the Creator. However, 
all groaning is going to stop in the “new 
heavens and new earth, where righteousness 
lives” (2 Pet. 3:13) for those who know and 
love God 
     As Mrs. Williams’ song described, many 
people today are chasing the same bubbles 
that burst.  Industries, as well as businesses 
like Brent Cross Shopping Centre 
relentlessly entice the crowds to “Feed Your 
Addiction”...to emptiness.  All these worldly 
bubbles burst, but the things of God 
continually burst forth!  As we launch into 
this New Year of 2006, let us all determine 
and make wilful choices that, regardless 
of life’s difficulties, allow God to bring 
into our lives Beginnings that Burst 
Forth...then build on those Beginnings! 

I have written a 16 page article (4 A4s folded like this LCS & stapled) with the title:  
“Un-gay Marriages, and other related subjects for Christians and non-Christians”  

 

Th e Last Laugh  
 
Mocking of Jesus has become fashionable. 
Now, right after Christmas, The Life of Brian 
has been voted by 22,000 people as the   
greatest comedy film of all time.  I    wonder if 
that includes all eternity, for we read of a time 
when God will mock the mockers.  Of the 
newspaper articles I saw, one had a photo clip 
from that film showing two men on crosses.  
Was the Crucifixion so funny?  I would like to 
know if those 22,000 voters were lead to read 
the Gospels and Jesus’ words there, and apply 
His words to their lives, and keep reading 
them to find more and more hidden treasure 
from the lips of the One who amusingly died 
for their sins. The film is called by one re-
porter “an outrageous satire.” God Himself 
will certainly reveal His own Judgment...later. 


