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Thoughts about when
love grows cold

Kby Gabriel L. Mancino
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Last month gave accommodation to
Valentine's Day, which is now long past.
However, | wish to consider the
importance of keeping aBroper love steady.

Many who care about spiritual and
eternal matters believe that we appear to
be nudging ever so close to the Second
Coming of Christ. “ Non-religious”
people are also among those who fedl that
“something is going to happen soon.”
W, among the numerous things Jesus
said would happen prior to His return, He
said “and because iniquity (wrongdoing,
lawlessness, wickedness) shall abound,
the love of many shall grow
cold” (Matthew 24:12). Hetold the story
(Matt. 25) of the 10 women — 5 were
wiseand 5 foolish. The wisdom of these
women related to their having or not
having extra oil for their lamps, to shed
light to see when the call came to go out
to meet the “Bridegroom.”  The ail
represented the presence of God's Spirit in
or not in a person. The Bridegroom
represents Jesus, Who is coming for His
“bride,” which is made up of those who
are “ready” according to HIS “terms and
conditions!” The lamps of the foolish had
practically gone out, and they had
unwisely carried no fresh supply. Read the
story for yoursdf, for it has powerful
application for usall.

_Itispossiblefor love to “go out,” and
oil to “run out.” Yet this possibilityis not
anecessity. It should be said that neither
love nor oil can *run out” if it was never
present in the first place. It has been

popular to entertain the false idea that peo-
ple are “backslidden” who have never
really been “saved” in the first place. Itis
likewise foolish to believe that we can
serve two masters (see Jesus' declaration
in Matthew 6;24), for St. John says clearly
to all, including professing Christians of
all types: “ Love not the world, neither the
things that are in the world; if any one
loves the world, the love of the Father is
not in him” (1 John 2:15). Hardly a per-
son could mistake the apostle€'s meaning.

It is said that “Loveis a two-way
street.” The fact is that as the Bible
says, “ God demonstrated Hislove toward
us in that, while we were yet sinners
Christ died for us’ (Rom. 5:8). " Yet
sinners”  here means actively, not
passively antagonistic to Him and His plan
and desire for man and the world.
Many fed they do not actively oppose
God, yet remain unchanged and uncom-
mitted “ a safe distance’ from God's will
for their lives. Don't fool yourself.

The verse above from Romans illus-
trates the initiative of God's love to us in
Christ, but another verse illustrates the
extent of Christ’s love toward us. That
verse is found in John 13:1 and refers to
the unfaltering love of Jesus for His 12
“student followers.” The versesays, “ And
having loved His own, He loved them to
the end.” “The end” here means “to the
uttermost!” That means that Jesus “loved
these disciples to death”...HIS death. It
was immeasurable, unceasing love poured
out to the very last drop. That same love
of God in Christ is pointing toward and
working in behalf of you and me, today.

“ Forgetting,” in this context, is not
merely a mental failure. When the person’s
will is involved in active opposition or even
chosen neglect, the forgetting goes from
mental to moral. NOTE: loving a reigious
concept or organisation is not the same as
loving God Himsdlf. Jesus said, “ If you love
Me, do what | say.” THAT “Vaenting’
signed in His blood. Don't for get it.
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Th e Bottom less )
Lihe

by
Qabriel Mancino

Issues and arguments are often based
and decisions often made upon crucial,
though “plain_and smple’ foundations.
People spesk of “ getting down to the nitty-
ritty,” and sum up discussons with,
“Wdl, thebottomlineis...”

As this relates to our individual
existence, we believein a life right now, as
well as one, unrepeated, unending existence
to come after a person dle(sjrphyscalé?/. The
issues and implications of both of these
aagtegﬁgs_—the now anl()jI the _Il_ﬁteer—are
v incomprenensible. many
aspects of this“inca*rpre_hmsibilig’ areas
innumer able as they are incomprehensible.
Thisistrue even for those who appear to
be the most insignificant of people.
~ Saint Paul seams to exhaust vocabulary
in the effort to describe our privileges and

entiadl— in one case referring to the

readth, length, depth and height and to a
knovvledgeen(g;ft Cr?ﬁgt’s love wﬁich actually
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“passes (or exceeds) knowledgel” He
further states that God, who works in our
behalf, “is able to do exceedingly
abundantly above and beyond al that we
ask or think!” (see Ephesans 3:14-21).
Ex ation? Nope!  Even to the poverty-
gtricken people to whom Christ spoke In
Revdation 2:9, Hesaid, “ but you arerich!”

A famous explorer, once trying to
meesure the depth of the water and having
usad his entire supply of messuring ling,
wrote down in his record book woras like:
“Deger 4illl”  Sur scietists and
astronomers have neither reached the end or
discovered the findlities of creation’s vest
infinitudes. Y, of the Crestor, the smple
little Sunday School song says: “ How big is
God? How big and wide His vast domain?
Totry to tdl, theselips can only start. He's
big enough to rule this mighty universe, yet
smal enough to live within my heart!”
THAT isthebottomless L inel

Jesus said that if we follow Him, He will
make us to become “ fishers of men.” God
Himsdf is the Great Fisher, and He has
baited His line with a Cross that
demonstrates His infinite love for us all. It
is incomprehensible that ANY person from
any country would turn away from such
love..yet the great schools of “fish” just
swim past.  The immeasurable expanse is
up to Him.. but the recaiving is * according
to the power that works in Ud” THAT is
the“plain and simple’ foundation, and * the
bottom line” TheLordis seeking YOU!
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What can a camdl
teach us?

Gabrid L.
k Mancino
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A camel can teach us many good
spiritual lessons. Dr. Dae Yocum, a
very good Christian man | knew, wrote a
number of books, including one called
Ask the Animals. He made the point that
camds are a good illustration of a
hypocrite, for they appear to be among
the “clean animals” people were
permitted by God to eat. However, a
closer look showed that, though they
chew the cud, their hoof is not completely
“split,” asrequired for “clean animals.”

Many have heard the Arab_ story
about “the camel’s nosg,” in which the
Arab awoke during the night to find his
camel’s nose under the tent flap and the
animal asking to be permitted to warm
it's nose. In brief, after repeated
“awakenings’ the man finds himsdf
pushed out of the tent and the came
insidel Many applications can be made
of that story. Then, too, there is the
lesson of “the straw that broke the
camel’s back,” which warnsthat little by
little, added burdens, etc. can finally
bring us to the point of total collapse and
ruin in one way or another. These and
other lessons may be applied to
individuals or to nations, both with
tremendous profit. _

Through the process of generations an
erosion has taken place, little by little like
the camel’s nose. However, that process
will eventually bring Britain and the
world to the point of the camd’s broken
back. 1t won't beUsthat say “ That’s the
last straw!” Rather, it will be God who
proclaims it. There appears to come a

time when “iniquity becomes full,” and
God responds in devastating judgment.

See Gen. 15:16 with 1 Kings 21:26; Dan.
:23; Matt. 23:32; 1 Thess. 2:16).

Satan introduced sin into the human
existence, and at that point the camd’s
nose began its subtle, steady entrance in
order to fill every corner of man's
dwelling place. Sin begins, and sin will
have an end. There will come a day
when sin will face its final day.
However, unless each person allows God
to deal with the sin in ther life and heart,
then sin itself will ultimately be the utter
ruin of the person, for the Bible says,
“and sin, when it is finished, brings forth
death” (James1:15). _

Sin brings its family into your lifeto
live, and believe me, it’sa big family. The
“ death” mentioned in the above verse is
not simply meaning a ceasing of
existence. Man is aready “dead” in sin,
and not alive to God, though very much
aive to sin, sdf and the world.  But if
people “dead” in sin then die physically,
theresult isthat they die eernally. Just as
London is real, so Hdl is real. Nobody
needs to go to Hel, for God actually
created that awful place “for the devil and
his fallen angels’ (Matthew 25:41). Man,
in a sense, goes to Hell as a trespasser!
“ YOlIJ can't kiIII ah_dead mh?atrl” was a

pular saying. Inthis case, t ingis
8?eadful|y wrong. The “lake of firé" is
where people experience the eternal
reglities of “the second desth” (see Rev.
19:20; 20:10,14,15; 21:8).

As “ardigious man,” | don't need to
|ooint out the d of Britain, and its
eaders and its people and society, for the
newspapers point it out alr in a most
candid manner. Thefact is, what will the
people do about it? The “turn-around”
starts at the grassroots, with people like
you and me. No, you cannot force others
to follow God, you must be willing to
“goit aone” Y, if you truly love God,
?:'ou will want to help others to know

im, too. A social reformation may
bring good, but it is a social and spiritual
transformation that is needed. In many
ways it appears that the coming choiceis
spiritual revival or social revolution.

HAPPY MOTHER’'SDAY! (26 March) God blessyou all to be good and Eodly leaders

and examples. May we ALL help othersinto“ the new birth” and to wal

with God.

Hendon (NW4) at 54 pm Sundays. Nearest Tube: Hendon Central.
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“1f the trumpet blow an uncertain sound,
who shall prepare himsdf for battle?”
(1 Corinthians 14:8)
We moved two years ago from a large
old premises with multiple tenants and a
“garden” which ran along the side like a
football pitch and around the rear into a

layground. It was lovdy and qui€t.
esidents would chuckle when my musical
wife would blow a long valvdess horn
outdoors to call me for the meal. Not
knowing where | was on the property (and
we lived at the very front), she knew |
would likey hear the “trumpet cal” and
respond! | knew what the trumpet meant.
St. Paul, who wrote the e Bible
verse, referred to the practise of blowing
certain tunes or patterns, each of which was
a call to one thing or another; including a
cal to gather for battle The trumpeter
needed to know how to play theright tune,
_Mu;h of the confusion alrd1d _nnzial arI\d
iritual decay in our world is directly
ﬁ%ked to a muddling of the m e.
Supermarkets can lie and cheet “legally”
the word order of the labd and give the im-
pression that fatty meet is lean. Organic is
not organic. Multiple “life terms” are given
to murderers because“ life’ isno morelife
Some religious groups are not to be out-
done, saying. Jesusis the Son of God... but
created... and, Jesus Christ came in the
flesh..but which Jesus?.. and, Jesus rose
from the dead...but not physically. On and
onit goes, dwangi(r)w(?thelabels We sl dl
discover thet has not ed the
rrleaningwhatﬁeéer.dgqat? sétgg]edt IS labd
swapping In t ar , Saylng to
Eve “ I:r)?dGodsayyou sl noteatnt%m
he suggested that God was lying in order to
cheat man from equality with God Himsdf.

Don't expect thewholeworld to lead a
return to original and proper principles of
rightness. You and | as individuals must
step forward “ with a backbone like a saw-
log,” and be willing and determined to
mind God whatever others do or don't do.
| refer primarily to a real rdationship to
God gﬁgiva birth and growth to righteous-
ness and holiness of heart and life, knowing
that such a life will convince others thet
God is real, that His Word is true, His
blessings are available and that His warn-
inﬁ;arejust as certain and unwavering as
when He gave them. The Bible declares
that at Jesus return, God's trumpet shall
sound for those who are prepared. Who
will be listening “ with ther inner ear,” to
distinguish the sound and go up? Y ou can.

L v Ing Letters

St. Paul wrote to the Corinthians, * YOU
are our living epidle (Ieter), written in our
hearts, and read of all men” (2 Caor.
3:2). By the grace of God (yet not without
our earnest fort, determination and inten-
tion) weareto be* ambassedors’ — properg/
representing Jesus in this present world.
Intdlect isa“plus” but hdinessisa® mus!”
| found thefallowing poem recently:

TheMatto You Live

You cangtick up placardsall over thewall,
But hereistheword | announce
Itisnot themotto thet | onthewall,
But themotto you livethat counts.

If themotto says*” Smile” and you carry a
frown;

“Doit now,” andyou’linger andwait;
If themotto says, “ Help,” and you trample
men down;

If themotto says, “ Love” and you hate,

Youwon't get away a\il},ith the mottoes that
S|

For truthwill comeforthwith abounce;
Itisnot themotto thet | onthewall,
But themotto you livethat counts.

Jesus asked: “ For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own
soul? Or what will a man givein exchange for hissoul?” (Mark 8: 36, 37)



