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this world, yet there ae some
fundamental and fatal flaws that, though
seemingly separate, are working together
for socid aeterioration and downfall.
Th(::F/ are“in sync” to sink society!

he Bible says that “all things work
together for good to those who love God;
to those who are called according to His
purposg’ (Rom. 8:28). But we see,
above, that there are forces that work
together for makin% the world go flat.
Jesus said that though He did not want us
to be taken out of the world, yet said that
we can be kept from the evil in theworld.
We need not go flat in aflat world! We
may be erect, straight, perpendicular in
our relation to God and with our fellow
man. Jesus Christ makes this possible.

The thing that messes up our interna
human *“gear-works’” is caled sin.
Because we are sin sick, it makes us
sync sick. Because we are not right with
God, we grind gears with the entire
universe, including ourselves. It is due
to this basic “fla” that problems are
rapidly going out of control in Britain
and edsewhere.  lraq suffers daiIK
disaster. Beirut was pulverized, wit
bridges, roads and buildings in ruins.
But bombs are fdling all over Britain—
a stealth Blitz of a different, but totally
devastating kind. The nation is going
utterly flat, and it is time to cry out:
“ Every man for himself!”

This cry may seem as sdfish as if
gears sought independence and refused
to work together in common, smooth
unity. Far from it. Each resident needs
to run to the Clockmaker and get their
%ears put right...completely, utterly right.

his Is the road to recovery— of the
individual, and of the nation. THEN, we

may be atrue help to others.
_ This proposa may seem idedlistic, yet
it is merely like levelling mountains and

filling valleys for a motorway. This is
exactly what the Bible said John the
Baptist would do to * make a highway for
the Lord” We must be persondly
committed to make a highway in our
own hearts, and then in the nation.
Everything must be flattened in our lives.
Then and only then may God Himself
enter the scene, better than any President
or Prime Minister visiting a disaster area,
and bring in the cures to address dl the
dreadful 1lls of our sick and dying nation.

SEWER Pipe Ban!

With amazing coincidence, hose-pipe
bans were threatened, or were already in
place at the same time massive volumes
of water poured for days in different
locations In London and elsewhere in
Britain, with no sign of engineers to
repair the damage and stop the waste of
precious watey.

However, that such would hgppen to
sewage flowing freely and continuoud
in our dreets (like recently into the Firt
near Edinburgh) is something dreedful to
congder. Yet such is the case, with filth
being dlowed to flow in the faces, minds
and hearts of dl that walk the streets and
enter the shops of London. Sewage may
swiftly bring disease, and the mord and
spiritua filth being permitted and promoted
these days is resulting in such damage that
even to triple the number of hospitas
would fail to address the epidemic.

It isfar past time to quit the playhouse,
and be radica with curing the nationd ills.
First and foremogt, Britain needs to get
back, not merdy to “ Christian rdigiosty,”
but In thorough repentance toward and
faith in the holy God of the Bible.
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| couldn’t be more serious with
this bold declaration though, of course,
I am not referring to the earth’s physical
shaﬁe. Having taught English, | have a
high regard for the meaning of words,
and utilise word-meanings in the
teaching and broadening of the students
vocabulary. One glance a my trusty
old two volume dictionary let me know
that the word “ flat” has many meanings.
I will admit that from my dictionary
| could likewise demonstrate that the
world is NOT flat—and this would
not be a contradiction. For example,
they speak of the market being flat,
meaning that it has little business, and
without significant changes in price.
Certainly, the housing market is not flat,
for news reports constantly tell usso!
However, notwithstanding al its
buzzing activities, this world is flat.
Actually, we must first define “ world”

here. With al the hype on globa

/Th eWodE FEt.. ™\ warming, etc. this universe operates

like clock-work. It's the people that
are “out of sync.” Sync is short for
synchronization, meaning working
together in time, etc. like the gears in
a clock or car. Think what would
happen if things, whether in your car
or your body, began working without
agreement or timing with the rest!
Imagine an orchestra conducting itself
without thought for the conductor or the
individual members.

In music, “flat” refers to
below true pitch or being too low in
pitch. With everything else in nature
generally operating “in concert pitch,”
we humans appear to be the only team
members messing up the performance!

The symptoms of our socid sickness
ae everywhere. From what | sad
above, | guess you could say we are
“sync sick.” Theword “flat” sometimes
refers to a car tyre or battery. With the
battery, it would mean the battery is
dead; not producing electric current.
And as with a car with one or both of
these problems, one needs recovery and/
or replacement of the item. A faithful
car doesn’'t need replaced simply
because of a flat battery or tyre
Likewise, there is so much beauty in
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L%;end sa)(sthat Emperor Nero played
the fiddle while Rome was burning. Since
the fiddle (or violin) was not invented until
around the 16th century, we know that this
legend is fase. Besides, one historian says
that Nero was 30 miles away a the time
&maybe burning CDdl). Othes sy tha

er0’s enemies were responsible for the
burning of Rome, in an effort to bring about
Nero'stinad downfal. God knows.

At any rate, Nero appearsto be one of
those enigmas with two extreme sides to
his character. That he was evil, hardl
anyone disputes. One writer says “ A cold-
blooded ~persecutor of Christians, an
extortionist, and a debauchee, he outraged
even the licentious Romans with his public
wantonness.” However, to show his kinder
sde, the same writer remarks of Nero’'s
dleged true response to the burning of
Rome as follows: “ In any event, Nero
acted with uncharacterigtic intelligence and
compassion, first helping to put out the
blaze, then overseeing the design of the city
and providing food and shelter for those
rendered homeless. One historian claims
that Nero really did set the fire himsdf, but
out of civic responsbility rather than
insanity, and that in the new Rome which
he desgned, and intended to name
Neropolis, slums were cleared, streets were
widened, and buildings were beautified.”

Commenting on the above paragraph |
will first remind you that even evil
people may do some good. For example,
the infamous Chicago gangster, Al
Capone fed mané/, many people in soup
lines during the Great Depression...but he
aso blew peoples’ brains out! Does his
“ good” aone for his evil? Of course not.
Getting back to Nero, another writer says
of himasfollows: _

“In fact, the legend that Nero ‘fiddled’
while Rome burned itself began centuries

after Nero's time, in referring to how

Nero fiddled away his time on frivolous
pursuits, As a noun, ‘fiddle’ came to refer
to a violin, but as a verb, ‘fiddle
originally meant either to avoid one's
r&gonsubllm or to commit fraud. The
verb form of fiddle was what was
originally meant about what Nero was
doing when the great fire of Rome began.
At any rate, to divert suspicion away
from himself, Nero blamed the great fire
on the Christians, thereby beglnnlnc};1 a
persecution of innocent people that has
never been surpassed. Many were killed
by wild animals before crowds of
spectators in the arena, while others
were tied to posts, covered with
flammable material, and used as human
street lamps for Nero's gardens. It is
difficult to imagine a more evil man.”
Let's be sure to learn something

from this stud* otherwise we too will be
“fiddling” while our own city of London
deteriorates before our eyes. When
God's plagues hit Egypt in Moses' days,
the kings  counsdlors trying to reason
with this hard-headed Pharaoh cried out,
“ Can't you seethat Egypt is destroyed!!?”
Likewise, with the unceasing reports of
lying, decsit, fraud, “ fiddling™ of dl sorts,
gross misconduct in sexual and financid
ways we know very wdl tha the
government is plagued ‘with corruption—
and we may not know the haf of it How-
ever, we aso know that this corruption
doesn’'t simply a&bide in the hdls of
Westminster, but plagues the streets and
homes dl over this ?_rea city. o

~ So, shdl we dl “fiddle avay our time in
frivolous pursuits’ or “ avoid respongbilities?”
If s0, we are all modern-day Nerostha hep
meke ditizens like his suffering human lam
mentioned above. God wants us dl to
redeeming, uplifting lights and lamps of afar
different sort. Jesus said that if we follow
Him, we will be “lights in the world” and
“odt in the earth,” which has a presarving
quaity againgt decay. It is obvious that the
country is being destroyed, but once again, a
totdl return to the God of the Bible (not mere
reigion!) will save burning London as God
did (to dte one example? during the 18th
century in the Evangelical Reviva. God isthe
same, yesterday, today and forever! (Maachi
3.6; Hebrews 13:8). Let'snot fiddlel

Nero may have destroyed Rometo make “ a better world” for hispeople. Thisislikely the thinking
of New Agers, the International bankers, and such like today, saxln%t it’sall for our good!”  We
rchi

had better say with the original and perfect plansof the Divine

ect. HE doesn’t “ fiddle.”
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Does God “play favourites?” Amon
many Bible verses I could ligt in answer, |
me gve this one “ Truly, thexe times of
ignorance God owvelooked, but now
commands all men eer'ywhere to repent,
"because He has appointed a day on which
He will jusi%e the world in rld%“hteoumes by
the Man whom He has ordained. He has
glven assurance of thisto all by raisng Him

om the dead” (Acts 17:30, 31). is
“aydd dear” when He says that whatever
His ways involved with men in the past
re‘errin%clo Old Testament times), He now

OMM DF%(%E| I%/ou %et that word?) ALL
people EVE RE 10 repent. Then the
verse explans the reason for the commeand,
and it is not because God wishes to be pushy
or dictatorid. The purpose of the command
is s0 thet you and | will be reedy to face the
Judgment. Read it. Imagine a person
crouching in fear on a high bdoony or
window ledge with the blodk of flats wildly
E':blt%z_e Thenan ![ mgaassﬂ(q)nedtshlout |std| gie%/j
o this 0N to em to 0
into mel?%t_whidw iS oartan jtgq_)hold ther
plung'n% weght.  Perhgps this is a poor
picture, but I'm trying to illudrate the scenario
of the above verses Many in the teaming
crowds of London ae gued in fear on the
ledge—afrad of alegp to sy, though they
know very well thet thefire draws ever dossr.
Pease “discriminate’ — Which is worse? fear
of God or fears that kegp a person from
obeying God? “ The fear of man brings a
snare but whoever putshistrugt inthe LORD
dhall besafe’  (Proverbs29:25).

Some people think that Jewish people
are exempt from the command of the
verseat thetop. This is far from the truth.

The verse sys “ ALL!”  Even in the Old
Testament, God pulled no punches, teling
the Jews His truth, accompanied by warnin
for disobedience. The Jews repestedly fail

to hesd God's wanings and suffered
ungpeskably for it. Now, remember, God's
command was for our safety, our security,

but it was through our sanctity—thét is,
God commands us to be holy (not just
religious), and to be right toward Him and
toward our fdlow human beings. This was
the same command He gave the Jews.
~Some have the grievoudy mistaken
idea that God now plays favourites with
those who profess to be followers of the
Jesus of the Bible | am specific, because
there are various digortions of Jesus
about— like the one in the Da Vind Code,
the Judas Gospd, the Koran, the Bahai and
of the Jehovah's Witnesses (to name a
few!). Now the Encyclopaedia Britannica
has joined the attack and confuson by
offering a CD/DVD that purports to finaly
reved the so-cdled “ truth” about Jesus; and
produced by highly educated scholars and
achaeologigts ec! What'snew?

Many " Chrigians’ wrongly believe they
shdl go to heaven smply becausethey bedong
to the Romen Catholic Church, or some
“Orthodox” Church, or. thet they were “ born

n’ a onepoaint in time, gc. Firg of all,
3@3 you must be born again, because Jesus
sad 0, not  because evangdicds invented a
term. Secondly, Chrisianstoday must betrue
Chrigians just as Jesus told the rdligious Jews
thet they must be true children of -Abraham.
He had sad that though they were biological
children of Abraham, they were splrl_tualelg
children of the devil because they rgect
Him. The same gppliesto dl today; induding
professng Chrisians, Labds won't save you,
nor will past experience The grest Bible
prophets, Ezkid, (Chep. 18 & 33) and
Jeremiah (18:7-12) will suffice to meke the
mind of dear in this matter. Thee
that if we turn from sn, wewill be saved, but
if we turn from righteousness (whether an
individud or a nalon%, then God refuses to
remember any of our former righteousness—
butin our snsweshdl dieand belost forever.
Recently, in Golders Green near where |
live a Jawish £/m fraudder was s& free
because he had Holocaust flashbacks while
locked up. 1 think people had better think of
thefuture rather than make excuses from the
Past. God will play no favourites, yet will

redy pardon ALL who cometo HmON HIS
TERMS Yes that’sproper discrimination!

THANK GOD,
WE CAN TRUST THE BIBLE!




