
 

     Of the various CLOWNS above, 
the centre one is unwell. “Society” is 
like these clone-clowns: playing about, 
virtually the same, but sick in the centre.  
Perhaps they are like the “trashed” 
houses in red print below...worse inside. 
     A Christian “tract” I saw years ago 
had the picture of a laughing face and a 
background of fire, as I recall.  The 
shocking title of that little leaflet was 
“America Is Laughing Itself To Hell.”   
     Drawings during Britain’s 18th century 
“Evangelical Revival” show noisy and 
violent opponents hindering the message 
of Jesus Christ from being preached to 
those who would listen.  More laughing? 
     “Good Friday” recalls the mock-trial,  
torture and  crucifixion of Jesus. Consider  
to whom that horrific treatment was     
given— to the one and only God-promised, 
God-given and God-approved means of 

salvation from all sin for all  mankind.       
How would Jesus rate at Speaker’s 
Corner today... or in your local High 
Street… or your home? The mocking, 
rejecting and ignoring He received then  
is often repeated today. The Bible calls 
it “crucifying the Lord afresh, and 
putting Him to open shame” (Heb. 6:6).  
     “Clones” are closely-resembling copies.  
Cartoon-sheep with  human faces, called 
“sheeple,” depict  human beings following 
the crowd and prone to go astray. But God 
provided a cure for this sheeple pandemic: 
“ALL WE like sheep have gone astray...and 
God laid all our sin upon HIM [upon 
Christ]” Isaiah 53:6. Many say they don’t 
follow others, but think for themselves, and 
do things their way.  Frank Sinatra sang      
“I Did It MY Way!”  Isaiah’s words     
cover these “sheeple,” too, for the missing        
part, between “astray” and “and,” says        
“WE have turned, EVERY ONE, to his own 
way!” (see also Ps. 119:176; 1 Pet. 2:25) 
      The Spring 2011 issue of a Christian 
publication amused me, with its theme: 
“Humour.” I had already planned to 
write this article using clowns as a 
starting point, when this literature came.  
A clown’s photo filled their front cover.   
     However, in times of greatest spiritual 
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power and genuine turning of people to 
God and true holiness, the “atmosphere” 
was far from humorous.  Cheerfulness, 
Yes! But not empty foolishness.  Such 
times of turning to God, are always times 
of the greatest advantage to the common 
good of citizens and nation.  
     Material “prosperity” is  deceptive.  It 
also has a short life, at best.  Sometimes 
such  prosperity had begun in godliness.  
Adam and Eve learned that when people 
leave a God-given foundation, the greatest 
prosperity and security goes out the window 
with it...immediately or eventually, but 
certainly. Neither individuals nor nations... 
not to mention churches...can maintain true 
greatness by  resting in any praiseworthy 
achievements of the past. Old steam engines 
could go a long way  even after the fire had 
gone out of the boiler. The need? Fresh fire! 
     Many diverse deceivers of “sheeple,” 
have amassed great followings, great 
fortunes, and seem to head for a great 
future.  Some are religious, but not all. 
Governments, also, can make people 
believe just about anything! Read these 
words of Jesus  (note the bit in bold below): 
“"You search the Scriptures, for in them 
you think you have eternal life; and these 
are they which testify of Me. But you are 
not willing to come to Me that you may 
have life. I do not receive honour from 
men. But I know you, that you do not 
have the love of God in you. I have come 
in My Father's name, and you do not 
receive Me; if another comes in his own 
name, him you will receive. How can 
you believe, who receive honour from 
one another, and do not seek the honour 
that comes from the only God? Do not 
think that I shall accuse you to the 
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Father; there is one who accuses you--
Moses, in whom you trust. For if you 
believed Moses, you would believe Me; 
for he wrote about Me” (John 5:39-46). 
     We are being formed for eternity--a 
place that has two unchangeable 
destinations.  We are all clones for one or 
the other.  We are all being marked and 
moulded for our eternal dwelling place.  
St. Paul said, “I bear in my body the 
marks of the Lord Jesus” (Gal. 6:17). Yes, 
Paul endured physical suffering and faced 
death for Christ’s sake.  Yet, Paul said 
with equal emphasis, “Let this mind be in 
you which was also in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 
2:5). Paul, like his Lord and Saviour, bore 
marks beyond the beatings they received.   
     Christ’s sin-cleansed, Spirit-filled 
followers bore resemblance to Him. 
Bearing His likeness, is not the same as 
“appearing religious.” One may “appear 
religious...” and even “in Jesus name do 
many wonderful works” (so they think), 
yet go to Hell. (Matt. 7:21-23). 
     Many do not see themselves as worldly 
“clones,” simply because they are 
different than those “clones” over there!  
Such clones are among the worst of 
clowns…and THAT is not funny.  I heard 
of a man who wore a “sandwich board” as 
he walked the pavements to “win souls.” 
From 1 Cor.4:10 and hanging in front he 
had written, “I am a fool for Christ.” 
Behind, it asked, “Whose fool are you?”  
     We are clones in the making for 
eternity. Our lives are merely temporary 
“tents.” God repeatedly commanded Moses, 
whom He appointed to build the large Tent 
of worship, saying: “Be sure you build it 
according to the pattern I showed you on the 
mountain!” (Exod. 26:30; Acts 7: 44; Heb. 
8:5). God gave us His chosen Pattern for 
spiritually cloning our human “tent.”  That 
Pattern is Jesus Christ alone—our Example, 
our dear Saviour and our dearest Friend. 
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“MY HOUSE! (continued from front)  The tender Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, used 
force only once, when turning the tables on the money changers who perverted 
what He called “My Father’s house” which was intended for the spiritual       
interest of “all people.”  Yes, I “cry out” against the sin of the International 
bankers. But ALL who refuse to live for God on GOD’S terms are walking with 
the bankers, & are team-members with all “rebels” who sing “I Did It MY Way!”  
Moses called out: “Who is on the Lord’s side?” (Ex.32:26)  Joshua, Moses’     
successor, seems to answer when years later he said, “Choose this day who   
you will serve...As for me & my house, we will serve the Lord!” (Josh.24:15) 

“MY HOUSE!  MY HOUSE!” (Matt. 23:37).  Expensive homes–“trashed” by      
uninvited crowds.  No, the houses were not spotlessly-white outside. But, Yes, 
the worst damage was inside.  God clearly told Israel how they had “trashed” 
“the Promised Land.” (for example Isa. 5:1-7; Matt. 21: 33-46; Lk. 20: 9-19).  God 
brought judgment upon Israel, for “trashing” His land and rejecting His Son. 
HOWEVER, consider the rest of the world and its population!  Man rejects God’s 
Son, & is “trashing” the entire planet...including himself!  Man is supposed to be 
God’s house (1 Cor. 6:19,20), but staged a government coup, seized God’s house 
and trashed it... and should God not be outraged? Absolutely!  Justice IS coming.   



 
     The date on the trophy above is    
always up-to-date!  To “walk with God,” 
that is,  living in the way pleasing to Him, 
is to walk in holiness. That is a walk of 
obedient faith.  Such a walk has a starting 
point and a “finish line,” so to speak. It 
also has a present-continuous aspect.   
     The past may have some awful 
memories or “skeletons” (hopefully 
confessed and abandoned) or its joyful 
experiences and accomplishments. 
Past realities...the good or the bad...can 
be used to help or to hinder us. The   
future may have its hopes to embrace 
and pursue, and its fears to face and  
conquer. God’s promise of our cleansing 
from all sin and union in fellowship with 
Himself is conditioned upon “IF we walk 
in the light” 1 Jn.1:7. So, holiness is  
primarily a present tense experience.  
     We cannot hope to win a race we 
haven’t entered, nor achieve a goal 
without applying the required effort.  
To quit or be disqualified would also 
end all possibility of attaining the aim. 
     We will ALL “win” something at 
the finish line.  Life is not just a    
spectator sport.  People unlikely enter a 
contest to “win the prize” for which 
they have no interest.  We will all win 
something, whether or not we put forth 
conscious effort or break out in a sweat. 
The Bible says “The wages of sin is 
death” (Rom. 6:23). No sane worker 
turns down his pay cheque... but sin 
pays wages! Wilfully retaining sin is to 
join the queue for the most horrific pay-
out ever. Rom. 8:23, above, pictures 
man as “working at the job” of going to 
Hell, for “death” does not merely refer 
to the death of our human body, nor to 
some ceasing of one’s existence.  
     People talk of those who “take         
advantage of the system.”  Many laugh 
at how much they have acquired without 

earning a penny or being honestly  eligible 
for such “winnings.”  In so many ways, 
people train themselves to believe they 
can get away with  practically anything!  
This deceptive training will land them in 
Hell, for sin pays wages to “do-nothings,” 
as well as to “all liars” (Rev.21:8) and    
corrupters of every sort. 
     With such a horrible picture, how 
can anyone win?!  At the end of April, 
we remembered the Crucifixion and 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ. “The 
woman at the well” had asked Jesus, 
“This well is deep and you have nothing 
to draw water with. How or where can 
you get living water!? ”  (Jn. 4:11).   
Jesus had just said to her, “If you knew 
the gift of God, and who it is who says to 
you, 'Give Me a drink,' you would have 
asked Him, and He would have given 
you living water." Rom. 6:23 that says 
“the wages of sin is death” also says 
“but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  Jesus 
had said “If you knew the gift...and 
who!”  The Gift and the Giver are one 
and the same, making it double-special! 
     The Risen Christ speaks to us in the 
last book of the Bible: Revelation.   
Chapter one is full of clear references  to 
Himself. Yet these same Old Testament 
references are unquestionably connected 
to Almighty God— Jehovah, if you like.  
Chapter one speaks to “the seven 
churches of Asia Minor” (modern       
Turkey). These are each spoken to by the 
Risen Christ in chapters 2, 3.  To all but 
the last (Laodicea), Jesus addresses them 
using various references to Him from 
chapter one. Laodicea historically existed 
as a city with a church. Yet, Laodicea 
may also specially refer to our present 
age.  We might, therefore feel cheated 
that Jesus used no God-like   reference to 
Himself in addressing them! To all seven 
churches, Jesus says “to him that       
overcomes,” then adds a tailor-made  
ending of blessing.  But to Laodicea He 
says with pre-eminence, “To him who 
overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on 
My throne, as I also  overcame and sat 
down with My Father on His 
throne” (3:21).  Jesus says to us all today, 
“I won. You can, too!”  Go For  It! 
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heart, having been born again—not of 
corruptible seed but incorruptible, 
through God’s word which lives and   
remains unchanged  forever. Yes, all flesh 
is like grass, and all the glory of man as 
the flower of the grass. The grass withers, 
and its flower falls away, but the word of 
the LORD endures  forever. Now this is 
the word which by the Good News of the 
Gospel was preached to you.” 
     Peter’s “gold mine,” (above), presents 
two treasures: 1) God’s Great Gift to us 
through Jesus Christ exceeds any price tag, 
and 2) God’s word has no time restrictions, 
but is forever relevant and  applicable.  
     The “King James” Bible had its 400th 
birthday this month. Noted atheists took 
the occasion, mocking both God and  the 
Bible; foolishly placing them among fairy 
tales. (Ps.14:1)  Peter  disagrees with 
them, saying “We did NOT follow      
cleverly invented fables when we made 
known to you the power and coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eye-
witnesses of His  majesty. For He received 
from God the Father honour and glory 
when such a voice came to Him from the 
Excellent Glory: ‘This is My beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased.’ And we 
heard this voice which came from heaven 
when we were with Him on the holy 
mountain. And so we have the prophetic 
word confirmed, which you do well to 
heed as a light that shines in a dark place, 
until the day dawns and the morning star 
rises in your hearts” (2 Pet. 1:16-19). 
     Here are some Bible verses that speak 
of God’s word and God’s way as greater 
than gold:  Ps. 19:9-11; Ps. 119:72, 126-
128; Proverbs portrays Godly “wisdom” 
like a person calling to us and offering the 
greatest riches, as in 8:10,11, 18-21.  Jesus           
encourages the spiritually rich who may 
be poor in earthly things (Rev. 2:9). He 
also warns against foolish focus on earthly 
riches, and not being “rich toward God” —
(Lk. 12:15-21). Jesus also assures us that 
“treasures in heaven” cannot be stolen, 
cannot rust nor be moth-eaten. One of the 
world’s greatest kings, who built one of 
the Seven Wonders of the World, said 
“Amen!” to what I am telling you!  He 
“trashed” his proud paganism and turned, 
whole-heartedly to God. (read it in Dan. 4). 

     Israel paid a terrible “price” for their 
golden idolatry! While Moses received The 
10 Commandments, Israel had a lust-filled 
free-for-all party at the bottom of the      
mountain.  They surely were “at the bottom!” 
What a horrible “exchange rate:” God’s  
solid-gold  Foundation traded in for idolatry.  
     Man hasn’t learned; neither is he satisfied 
collapsing economies. Sin perverts virtually 
everything! Yet, God gives hope more solid 
than  gold: “Where sin abounded, grace 
abounded  even more!” but clarifies... “Shall 
we continue in sin, that grace may abound?  
Certainly not!” (Rom. 5:20; 6:1,2). 
     God has the hairs of our head numbered, 
knows the name of each star, and           
takes  account of each sparrow that falls. 
Flawless bookkeeping! Yet, God’s main 
concern is that WE value what HE values 
most of all. He expressed it this way:    
“This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.  Hear Him!” (Matt. 17:5). 
     Although God pre-eminently values  
His beloved Son, the Bible asks “He 
that spared not His own Son, but      
delivered Him up for us all, how shall 
He not, WITH HIM, freely give us all 
things?” (Rom. 8:32).   1 Peter 1:18-25 
shines further light on this, saying: 
     “You were not redeemed [set free] by  
payment with corruptible things, like   
silver or gold, from your aimless, empty 
conduct handed down from your fore  
fathers. But you were set free with the 
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot. He  
indeed was foreknown and appointed   
before the foundation of the world. But He 
was manifested in these last times for you 
who through Him believe in God, who 
raised Him from the dead and gave Him 
glory, so that your faith and hope are in 
God. You have purified your souls in 
obeying the truth through the Spirit in 
sincere love of the brethren. Therefore, 
love one another fervently with a pure 
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